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which any natural quality is found in us produces pride, its defective magnitude, abasement; not, however, in the moral sense, but as a mere relative self-estimation in the grade of natural being; involving in the whole body a demeanour of dignity or humility, visible also in the lower animals, except in birds, which can fly away from their superiors. All the natural operation of this sentiment is to establish true relations between ourselves and the beings around us; but, through our abuse of it, it becomes the source of many errors.
Whoever has the imagination in exceptional vigour is doubly tempted to a fatal self-applause; he is conscious of surpassing others in an attribute which shows off well in the eyes of men; and through this magnifying attribute itself he paints his case before his own eyes. Hence he is apt to be puffed up with conceit, to be imperious and scornful towards others, to be content with his attainments and dispense with further care for truth; especially as it is to him that men of the opposite type resort as disciples, to help them out of their feeble and confused conceptions. Surrounded by admirers, he cultivates only what wins their praise, not the higher wisdom that transcends him, but the shining accomplishments which attract them. The imagination is dazzled, and dazzles, by everything rather than the spiritual endowments of thought and holiness, which alone unite us to God; by display of personal gifts, of external splendour, of rare knowledge however worthless, of pompous or sparkling talk; and even learned men are not ashamed of contemptuously turning away from their own superiors for no better reason than their plain exterior. A scholar of this class, for instance, thought nothing of the Cartesian philosophy, because, after meeting and talking with Descartes, he noticed nothing extraordinary in him that should give him any claim to eclipse Aristotle; this was sufficient answer to all the reasoning of the new philosophy 1 ' I wish,' says Malebranche, 'that men of this stamp could see Aristotle as he really was when living on earth, and have
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